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The profitability of sustainable management of Caixeta - Tabebuia cassinoides (Lam.) DC. – for
the landowners in the Vale do Ribeira region in the State of São Paulo, is the main objective of
this study. Its profitability was compared to the production of banana – Musa spp - which is an
alternative for the land use in this region. Another objetive was to estimate the profitability for
the professional loggers (caixeteiros).  Caixeta’s production chain (logging, processing and trade)
was analysed through production and information flowcharts. The data used in the study were
collected through interviews with landowners, caixeteiros and sawmill owners in the Vale do
Ribeira region. The results show that the activity lacks a formal and organized production chain
specially in terms of negotiation scheme between the market participants. The activity seems to
be financially attractive to the caixeteiros that make between 3,0 and 4,5 minimum wages/
month. It is an interesting source of income if compared to the job alternatives in the region.
However, to the landowners, the revenue obtained from caixeta is much smaller that from banana.
Thus, the owners of land under caixeta trees do not have economic incentives to preserve this
natural ecosystem.
Keywords: Vale do Ribeira-SP, Mata Atlântica, Profitable e Caixeta.
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