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The year 2003 was favorable for Brazilian rubber production, with a rise in prices received by
natural rubber producers. The outlook for the rubber market in 2004 continues positive. The year
started off with high expectations on the part of the segment about the formulation of a policy of
support to the natural rubber sector. Important questions as inclusion of natural rubber in the
Program of Guarantee of Minimum Prices and credit for investments and costs of rubber tree
plantations will continue being discussed, now in the Natural Rubber Sectoral Chamber, whose
creation the Federal Government has already announced for this year.

Keywords: natural rubber market, rubber tree.
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